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!
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Elected on Platform Inimical
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i
Says There Should Be Distinc-
tion Between Evolutionary
and Revolutionary Socialism.

Spectal to The New Yorlk 1Timres.

ALBANY, N. Y., Jan. T.—After a se-
vere lecture from Speaker Sweet, five
Sociaglist members elected from districts
in New York City, who came to the capi-
tol today for the opening of the legisla-
tive session 1o take seats in the As-
sembly, were excluded from that body
pending an investigation by its Judiciary
Committee on thelr qualifications for
membership.

"The excluded men are: Samuel A.

Dewitt and Samuel Orr, representing
e Third and Fourth Asrembly Districts
in the Bronx; Charles Solomon, reprc-
senting the Brownaville District in
Brooklyn, and Louis Waldman and Aug-
ust Claessgens, representing the Eightu
and Seventeenthh Assembly Districts in
Manhattan. Solomon and Claessens
served in the Assembly last yvear.

"This action of the House, which cre-
atecd a =ensation, was taken under =n
resolution introduced by Majorily Léader
Simon L. Adler and adopted by a vole
of 140 to 6. The six negative votes wet:
cast by four of the Socialist membets
themselves and two Democrats from the
Bronx, Willlam S. Evans of the IFifth
and J. Fairfax McLaughlin of the Eighth
District. l.ouls Waldiman declined to
vote.

In the preamble to the resolution In-
troduced by Mr. Adler it was chargad
that the principles and platforms of the
Soclalist Party of America, to which the
five Soclalist members-elect had suli-
scribed, were ‘' inlimical to the best in-
terests of the United States of America
and of the State of New York.," The
fact {hat the Socialist Party had taken
a stand in direct opposition to the war,
even after this country had bccome a

belligerent, was also recited,

Attorney General Drafted Resolution.

The resolution was drafted by Attor-
ney General Charvles 1D, Newton, in s
capacity as counsel for the Lusk coni-
mittee, which has been investigating se-
ditious activities and propaganda under
a mandate from the Legislature for sev-
eral months past. Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Samuel A. Berger, who has bheen
the active representative of the Attorney
General's office in this investigation, was
about the Assembly chamber while the
proceedings excluding the Socialists were
under way.

The action agrinst them took the five
Socialists cntirely by surprise. Tthey
were firgt paraded down into the well
of the assembly chamber in {ront of the
Speaker's rostrumn, in full view of their
fellow-members and hundreds of guest:
and spectators who crowded the gal-
leries and spaces in the assembly
chamber, itself set aside for members of
Assemblymen’'s famlilies who had come
to witness the ceremonies of the open-
ing day. There they were lined up with
the Sergeant-at-Arms on guard whaile
the Sergeant-at-Arims on guard while the
charged them and the party they rep-
regented with disloyalty. Tlien they
were escorted back to their scats where
they were permitted to remain while the
roll was called on the Ouster resolution.
Upon the adoption of the latter they
were hustled out by the Sergecant-at-
Arms.  Perhaps a dozen pérsons In the
chamber manifested dellght in applause
as the Soclaliste made their forced exit.

The expelled members took a train for
New York City this evening. 'There they
will confer with counsel and party lead-
ers. When they left they had reached
no determination as to whether (hey
would appear before the Assembly Ju-
diciary Committee, when that hody
comes into being next week, to purge
themselves of the charges, or whether
they would scek redress through the
courts. Mr. Solomon said that the ace
tion of the Assembly would make po dif-
ference, and that they would ** continue
to urge their doctrines and advocate
changes in the Government by fair and
lawful methods through the voters at
the ballot box.”" l.ater Water M. Cook,
State Secretary of the Socjallst IParty,
made public a joint protest, in which
he denounced the exclusion of the So-
cialists from the Assembly as ‘‘orgun-

ized violence."

Speaker Sweel's Denunciafion,

The proceedings leading up fo the ex-
pulsion of the Soclalist members began
soon after thie annual message of Gov-
ernpor Smith had been read in the As-
sembly. When the Soclalists had been
arraigned, the Speaker began the reud-
ing of his speech, which follows in pawt:

“* You are seeking seats in this body—
yvoit who have becen elected on a plat-
form that Is absolutely inimical to the
best intcrests of the State of New York
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and of the United States. That plat-
form is the doctrine of the Socialist
Party and provides that every person
clected thereupon subscribes to the rules
and regulations, principles and tactics
of that party.

** It is not truly a political party, but
is a membership organization, admitting
within its ranks aliens, c¢nemy aliens,
and minors.

It may be interesting to note that

.

Ludwig C.” A. K. JMartens, the self-’
styled soviet Ambassador, an alien who

entered this country a2s a German in
1818, became a member of the party
upon his entry into this country and
took part In its deliberations.

“It is therefore quite evident that:
you, elected to public oifice, in spite of

your oath of office are bound to act
subject to instructions: received from an
executive committee which may be made
up in whole or in part of aliens or
alien envmies owing allegiance to gov-
ernments or organizations wihose inter-

¢sts may be imnmediately opposed to the !

best interests of the United States and
of the people of the State of New York.”

Mr. Sweet quoted from  resolutions
and munifestos of the Sacialist rarty
to show tne subversive and unpatriotic
character of that orgamzation, which
declared its solidarity witih Soviet Rus-
e and mdurscu tie principues ot Lhe
Communist Internationale being held at
Moscow with its program involving the
viclent overthrow of organized Govern-
ment evervwhere.

After tne roll had bheen called on the
Adler resolution and the result huad becn
announced, Mr., Solomon arose in his
Sval and attempted to address the
opeaker.

“* The gentleman who now attempts to
address the Chair has no privilege upon
the floor of this Assembly pending a de-
termination of his  qualification  forv
membership by the Judiciavy Comimit-
tec,”” said Mr. Sweet sterniy.

Th=2 Socialist members, afier Mr. Solo-
mon had made another vain attempt 10
be heard, were escorted out by the Ser-
geant-at-Arms.

Sennior Lusk’s Vies.

Senetor Clayton R. Lusk, head of the
committee which bears his name, saild
in response to a question, after tiie As-
sembly had acted, that it was a matter
for the Assembly to determine and no
direct concern of his.

1 think it would be unfortunate,

though,”” he said, *“ if an impression
should go out taat the action taken
against these men was due to the fact
that they happen to be Socialists. There
should be a =harp differentiation be-
tween  evolutionary and revelution:ary
soclalism, Any  person aavecaidng
cnanges in our Goverunient, no matter
how radical or fundamental, by oruderly
parlinmentary meihiods, Liuas as much
right to sit in the Assembly as any per-
son who doesn’t, but thosc advocating
revolutionary changes by means of the
violent ouverthrow of Goverinment is an-
‘otheir thing., They have no place 10 any
legislative body in this country. Wheth-
er thiese men belong to the first or sec-
ond category will remain for the Judie-
fary Committee to determine. They will
“have their hearings.”

The joint protest handed out tonight
on behalf of the five Socialist members-
‘elec{ by State Secretarv Couk of the
Socialist Party read in part:

“WNe regard our exciusion rom the
Assembly as organized violrnce on the
very essence of Demnocracy—the sazred
right of the Dballot. It is the deé-
nai of representutive Govermmnent, it is
the shameless establishinen! ol an ugly
dictatorship-—the dictatorship of naked
plutocracy.

**The whole procedurce is violutive of
the fundamental law of the land as ex-
pressod in the Constituvion and the deep-
est traditions of the Nation as voiced in
the Declaration of Indepcendonee,

“We belleve in tne accepted methods
Of the Socialist Party—agitation, educa-
.tion and organization on the political
and industrial fidli. and the crganjza-
tion of the workers particulariy for the
expression of sooial dissatisfaction
through their unions and the ballot box.
We shall continue to counsel a trans-
formation of society in the diviction of
industrial democracy which can be ac-
compiished only where the worke:s own
those things their lives depend upon. and
we shall urge our awiditors and aslherents
to act in an owvlerly and leral manner.

“* 1t is not at all improbable that the
action of the Assemb.y is part of a
moveiient of organiadd capital of which
the Democratic and Repubiican parties
are the political champicns. to discour-
age the people with the methods afford-
ed by representative Government, and to
proveke them to resort (o the ractholds
of violence., We ghall do all in our paw-
er to expose this conspiracy anl defeat
its pruipose.

PRESS VIEWS OF EXCLUSION.

Conflicting Opinions bv New York

Papers on Assembly’s Action.

'The following views cf the acticr of
the A:zembly in excluding the five So-
cialist members from this city pending
investigation by the House Judiciary
Committee of their right to take theiv
frats are taken from editorials in this
MOTHINE S papers:

Nevw York Worki: ' This {2 a procedure
as extraordinary as {t Is cabgivous.
* * * Not with impunity are cntire po-
litlcal partics thus proscribed and de-
prived of their rights under 1¢prezenta-
tive governnient. VWhat happened at
Albany yesterday was a wanion denial
of the fundamental principle of repte-
gsentative government. 1t waxs in effect
Bolshevisin musquerading in the livery
cf Americanism and as geoss a violatien
of the :pirlt of American institutions as
anything the Reds are trying to do.”

New York Herald: - It is noticeable
in the swift and utterly unexpected ac-
Uon taken at Albany yesterday, that
while charges were made, condemnation
was witnheld, an opportunity for defense
before the Judiciary Committee being
granted the accused. Of course, the So-
ciallsts blame ° organize capital,’ * spe-
cial privilege,” * predatory interests,' and
“other oppressors of the people for thejr
predicament, but in passing judgmont on
their fitness to represent law-abiding
Americans in the Legislature of the

State of New York this need be given
very little consideration.”
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